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THE FUTURE HUMAN RELATIONS: 
EVANGELICAL CHRISTIANITY AND THE SOCIAL SCIENCES 


God alone knows the future; the future His hands. the Omnipotent 
Sovereign the universe. Yet degree has committed the future men; the 
future our hands one aspect our stewardship under God. The future 
therefore bright the promises and provision God; paradoxically dark 
the sinfulness man. 


long this age continues, there will human beings; long these human 
beings associate with one another directly indirectly, there will human relations. 
Human relations are therefore broadly distributed the human race; they will 
always with us! Social scientists and evangelical Christians share the goal im- 
proving these human relations, creating and strengthening those patterns which are 
constructive, functional, and wholesome, and eliminating alleviating those which 
are destructive, dysfunctional, and detrimental the welfare man. 


This common concern for the well-being man is, however, contributing in- 
tensified conflict between science and religion, for theology and social science possess 
divergent definitions good and bad, use contrasting methods discovering truth, 
communicate with different set concepts and divergent universes discourse, 
rest upon different basic presuppositions and postulates, adhere separate traditions, 
and hence arrive contradictory conclusions for action and contrasting interpreta- 

tions the nature man. 


Many elements the traditional opposition fundamentalism developments 
the biological and physical sciences are gradually succumbing before the increas- 
ingly incontrovertible evidence accumulated application the scientific method. 
Fundamentalist opposition science gradually shifting the focus its attention 
toward the social sciences, for the theologian often assumes that knows more 
about man than the social scientist, while the latter likely think that the theolo- 
gian’s cause rests solely upon traditions, superstitions, and myths which are mere 
cultural survivals from dark ages the past and have empirical referent. The way 
evangelicals handle this problem will help determine the future their role human 
relations. 


world that rapidly changing result technological developments and 
social innovations, evangelicals have pronounced tendency cling old-fashioned 
philosophies and institutions, attitudes and practices. Non-rational traditional tech- 
niques facing new events and circumstances are sanctified some evangelical 
theologians “God’s only plan for coping with the problems human relations.” 
Reason and the education which develops encouraging the examination nu- 
merous and antithetical efforts solve these problems are held suspicion funda- 
mentalists who believe they have the truth. Many them even praise and encourage 
folly were God’s will for the Christian appealing such Scriptures 
Cor. 1:17-31. They not recognize man’s intelligence gift from God, in- 
strument for discharging responsibilities inherent our stewardship under the Crea- 
tor who calls subdue the earth and have dominion over all living things. The 
ultimate result the wedding fundamentalism with social traditionalism, unless 
the union broken, will the same that other powerful religions that have 
failed divest themselves magico-religious formulas inherited from the past and 
have sanctified the status quo, refusing adjust the demands social change. 
Lessons from other times and cultures ought enlighten our conduct today. The 
future human relations dark the weaknesses, schisms, and fallacies 
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evangelical Christianity, but bright our willingness and efforts correct 
these faults. 


The future human relations also dark the sinfulness man. have 
bright future, men must deal effectively with the problem sin. Sinfulness in- 
volved all man’s social problems. One theological and social perspective finds 
its solution building God’s Kingdom earth, interpreted consist solely social, 
economic, and political reformation man’s institutions. far too easy con- 
demn the views those with whom disagree; I’m sure you have all had part 
exposing the deficiencies that perspective. Rather than examine them, let look 
our own involvement the problems human relations. 


The typical fundamentalist presents Christ the answer sin and hence the 
answer social problems. “If only win souls Him,” assumes, “we will solve 
the problems human relations. Our sole task therefore evangelism; when people 
are born again, the patterns human relations will become ideal.” 


our better moments all know that, unfortunately, mere decisions accept 
Christ Savior not automatically solve all problems life human society. 
Problems human relations rear their ugly heads Christian church congregations, 
denominations, and institutions. who are Christians say that have sin, 
deceive ourselves and the truth not us. John 1:8). Even the apostolic church, 
which sometimes unthinkingly hold example purity and piety, had 
divisions, immorality, and other sins which were definitely not accord with the 
will God (see Cor., g.). Thus today, even the Christian churches which in- 
sist regenerate membership, there are self-seekers who foster divisions their 
search for power. Many Christians are worldly status-seekers who conform themselves 
the society that surrounds them, even using the church itself instrument 
help them climb the social ladder. Mere convert-winning insufficient solution 
problems human relations. Something more needed! 


Our own sins, the sins evangelical Christians, hinder our effectiveness for 
Christ areas human relations. typically emphasize our own virtues and look 
the vices only others; let stress instead some our sins suggest few 
areas human relations which need our prayful, repentant, Holy Spirit guided atten- 
tion. cannot effectively persuade others follow our Lord until ourselves are 
following Him, instead throwing stones others while living brittle glass houses. 
Honestly facing the sinfulness and flaws our churches, our personal lives, our social 


philosophies and policies first step, and essential one, toward overcoming 
them. 


There are many indications that fundamentalists typically show little concern for 
reforming social injustices, tend indifferent toward oppose the United 
Nations and its related agencies, support the patterns racial discrimination which 
predominate their southern northern communities, subscribe philosophies 
education which lead authoritarianism, place nationalistic goals above those 
which seek the welfare all peoples, treat the American Way Life were 
God’s blueprint for every society, pursue status and pleasure much the same ways 
non-Christians our affluent society, are quick condemn corruption labor 
unions but slow recognize and reluctant censure big business, spawn and 
nourish anti-Semitism insinuating references Jacob, the Pharisees, and certain 
other Bible Jews, indiscriminately accept propaganda for their own political party 
against Communism and help disseminate without testing its truth falsehood, 
severely criticize the injustices suffered white businesses when they become victims 
“sit-ins” “freedom riders” but provide alternative plan correct three cen- 
turies injustice suffered American Negroes, and work support the powerful 
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vested interests society without evaluating how this relates the needs the poor, 
the sick and disabled, and the downtrodden underprivileged multitudes for whom 
Christ showed such great compassion. 


Why was pamphlet entitled “Souls Don’t Have published and circu- 
lated labor union and not group evangelical Christians? Why are popular 
magazines, not evangelical Christians, leading the current drive raise the level 
ethics American business? Why are those who believe the government should carry 
out the stated purpose the Constitution “to promote the general Welfare” con- 
demned many evangelicals “following the Communist line” “duped creep- 
ing socialism”? Our Lord Himself spoke time when nations will judged 
the basis whether not food was given the hungry, drink the thirsty, clothes 
the naked, welcome the stranger, help the prisoner (Matthew 26:31-46), 
but prefer shut our eyes the needs the multitudes ensconcing ourselves 
“socially respectable neighborhoods” where they won’t get our way. All these 
are problems human relations. look our involvement (yet often detach- 
ment from) them, need indeed pray the prayer taught our Lord, “Our 
Father, which art heaven, forgive our sins.” 


All too often who are evangelicals first reach our conclusions about solutions 
political, economic, and social problems the basis self-seeking and pride. 
Having “the solution,” then the Bible hunt for passages which sanction 
the conclusions have reached. Like the religious fundamentalists Jesus’ day, 
are easily trapped into opposing our Lord under the guise serving God. Instead 
finding rationalizations support traditional preconceptions philosophies men 
which have come through pressure groups using the skillful lying techniques 
modern propaganda, ought search the Scriptures find God’s will for us. 
May God give the grace and courage seek out His side and more con- 
cerned about than about wearing party tag other label which alienates from 
least portion the truth and makes insensitive God’s will members 
democratic society. When use our political powers citizens and influencers 
public opinion perpetuate injustice, hatred, prejudice, and discrimination among 
men instead break down these patterns which violate the dignity man, ally 
ourselves with the powers darkness and disown our role the salt the earth and 
the light the world. profess teach the Word God but restrict its applica- 
tion human relations preconceived position, ignoring all contrary evidence, 
are false teachers usurping the position the Holy Spirit. 

Such are some the problems human relations which are evident among 
evangelical Christians. Much could said about numerous other problems, such 
the changes human relationships occurring through the conquest space, the 
population explosion, the paraproprietal society now emerging out capitalism, the 
continuing but ever-changing Cold War, automation, and the increasing affluence 
most American families. easy say that the solution for all these problems lies 
simply doing what Jesus would do, but all too often can only guess what 
would do. very hard determine who and what for against Him the 
practical problems politics and other social action. This precisely where the 
social sciences enter into our thinking; they can help evangelical Christians answer 
the question how Christ the solution the problems human relations. 


SOCIAL SCIENCES SERVING EVANGELICAL CHRISTIANITY 


There are least five overlapping ways which the social sciences can help 
evangelicals become more effective servants Jesus Christ. 


First all, they can perform unmasking function, revealing the evasive 
problems human relationships, the hidden, unintended, latent consequences 
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personal and group action, the vested interests which bias the positions those who 
wish influence others, the inconsistencies groups which profess stand for cer- 
tain ideals but subvert those ideals with rationalizations support self-seeking 
the struggle for power, the direct and indirect effects human relations projects and 
programs, and the tendency men put institutions pedestal and become their 
servants instead remembering that they were made for man, not man for them. The 
social sciences can help look beyond what the surface human relations in- 
the hidden social forces which lie beneath them. Unless use the insights and 
methods the social sciences penetrate far beyond the superficial level every- 


day observation, may oft perpetuate evil when think are working for that 
which good. 


second function the social sciences help understand human behavior. 
The better understand the socio-psychological motivations, drives, and interests 
that influence men’s actions. the more effective our evangelistic methods can be. The 
better comprehend the virtues and vices, the strengths and limitations, human 
organizations, the easier will use them best advantage and avoid the pit- 
falls which can cause irreparable damage the souls men. Understanding man may 
even help understand God whose image man made. Certainly, work 
creation orderly among men among the stars.”* promote such under- 
standing involves basic pure research well that which has clear immediate 
goals. this other areas scientific endeavor, God makes even ungodly men 
praise Him they help build the body social science knowledge. Instead 
condemning those brethren who “the garbage can secular sources” for en- 
lightenment about human relations, let thank God that the children this age 
have much offer us! 


third function the social sciences explain the nature the social en- 
vironment which man lives. man lives himself. The social sciences help 
understand the intricate web social relationships which are part. They help 
see that whatever happens any fellowman has some consequence for our own 
experience. They help realize that when one suffers, all suffer. They teach that 
human relations are exceedingly complex. They increase our awareness the social 
structures through which must work order influence men for Jesus Christ. 
work effectively with men, must understand the foundations their lives and 
character institutional pressures, social habits, cultural settings, social processes, the 
authority tradition, and all the other social forces which operate upon them from 


the moment conception until their bones have rotted away the tomb. Changing 
institutions changes persons. 


fourth function the social sciences serve tool trouble-shooting 
and the solving practical problems. Although the social sciences are relatively 
young and undeveloped compared the physical sciences, methods and instruments 
for research have been invented which can applied determine both the manifest 
and the latent effects our church programs and techniques. How often blindly 
continue traditional programs, because the witness few persons who testify 
they have been helped, without recognizing that hundreds may have been harmed and 
driven away from the life that Christ result the self-same activities! Scien- 
tific studies can help determine the degree which ideals and practice, principles and 
conduct, theory and action, faith and works, coincide church members. Something 
more than philosophical and theological analyses based upon personal impressions 
needed are keep with the children darkness our competitive 
struggle for the hearts and lives men. 


fifth function the social sciences help plan for the future. hidden 
assumption basic well applied social research that the findings will enable 
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man cope more effectively with his circumstances. Some Christians condemn social 
planning because they fear its possible abuses, but must admit that all our Chris- 
tian plans for missionary work, educational institutions, denominational expansion, 
church extension, religious education, and evangelistic campaigns involve social plan- 
ning—planning groups people. All such planning assumes that men can cooper- 
ate with God change the future, for take for granted that without planning 
would not able accomplish much nor effectively. The social sciences 
can help plan for the future revealing mistakes the past, helping under- 
stand human behavior and social institutions, teaching principles social 
action, providing with specific information about possible costs and consequen- 
ces projected programs, and helping cope with the various social groups 
that may either help, oppose, indifferent our plans. 


CONDITIONS FOR FRUITFULNESS 


But social science can wedded fruitful relationship evangelical Chris- 
tianity only certain conditions are met. 


First all, there must Christians who are well trained the social sciences. 
Human relations need taught more and taught more effectively our colleges, 
Bible schools, and theological seminaries. This training must appropriate for those 
who will become lay and professional leaders the work the church and for those 
who will led God enter more specialized training prepare themselves for 
lives social science teaching and research. 


Secondly, evangelical Christians must have favorable outlook toward the social 
sciences—an outlook favorable that they are willing help pay the costs such 
instruction, finance social science research, encourage their youth enter social 
science vocation, and heed conclusions reached through social research. Co- 
operation must replace the more-or-less antagonistic perspective that has dominated 
evangelical thinking about the sciences man the past. result past enmity 
toward the social sciences, difficult find Christians them who have retained 
evangelical faith. 


Third, must emphasize the importance freedom. The freedom that 
Christ essential finding the truth through social science. Truly scientific research 
not card-stacking propaganda which lists all the findings one likes and ignores all 
those which not fit preconceptions about human relations. True research goes out 
the way seek evidence that contrary the scientist’s highest wishes. does 
not puff itself the vain boast that has the full picture reality and needs 
more. seeks not its own. rejoices the truth, even when the truth painful. 


who are followers Him who called Himself “the Truth” need not fear that 
truth which emerges from scientific research even our own institutions, practices, 
attitudes, and relationships. such research reveals errors and inconsistencies our 
faith and conduct, can correct them the light God’s Word with the Holy 
Spirit our Guide. reveals flaws our conventional interpretations the 
can move that much closer God’s will for us. reveals ineffective 
techniques our service for God, can replace them with other techniques which 
experimentation shows more effectual. reveals mission fields home 
abroad which have ignored, can take steps evangelize our generation. 
reveals inefficiency our use the limited funds entrusted our churches, can 
seek out means becoming more efficient stewards God’s resources. reveals 
inconsistencies and sins the lives God’s people, can repent and take steps 
correct them. 
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Freedom Christ needs emphasis among evangelical Christians. must guard 
that freedom and not led astray those who would withdraw it. must not 
led astray rabble-rousers who would like have think that, since Communists 
criticize our society, any American who criticizes must Communist-tainted. 
must not led astray those who, the insecurities this life, fear all change 
and assume that every departure from the “good old days” move toward godless 
socialism. must not led astray those scientists who would like have 
think that there can completely value-free science human relations. must 
not led astray those who mistakenly assume that only those who belong one 
particular type social and economic persuasion can evangelical Christians. 
must not led astray those who would have think that GOP means God’s 
Own Party—nor those who worship its competitor. must not led astray 
those who let the majority decide what proper ethical, religious, and moral 
issues. must not led astray those who would have believe human relations 
can improved without making sacrifices cherished time, money, and 
special privileges. must not led astray those who would assume that God’s 
ideal can confined one human organization, nation, political economic sys- 
tem, technique for ascertaining truth. must not led astray those who 
would frost over hypocritical pride and self-seeking with glaze zeal for soul-win- 
ning that covers the fact that the biblical concept salvation one redeeming 
the whole person time well for eternity. 


CONCLUSION 


The search for truth places great demands upon the social scientist. The same 
empirical scientific method that has produced such wonders the physical and 
biological sciences beginning period rapid growth that will produce vast im- 
provements our understanding human beings. the leaven Christian scholar- 
ship missing from these developments, the future human relations dark in- 
deed. But evangelical Christians help stimulate its growth and development, they 
can help answer significant questions the basic values for society and they will 
help stem the tide godless materialism (“the worship that now 
dominates much American life. Evangelicals will not heard unless they prove 
their competence true scholarship and scientific research. How can they this 
they receive support and help from others the body Christ? Just man 
must free make true choice Christ his Savior, the scientist must 
free investigate with open mind that allows him discover truth, whatever 
the truth may be. 


One the distressing—yet from some perspectives encouraging and challenging 
—findings the social sciences that human relations are complex that 
impossible find clearly unmixed good and evil defined Christianity human 
acts. This means, among other things, that two equally dedicated Christians. both 
having thorough understanding the Scriptures and knowing the pertinent find- 
ings the social sciences, may reach different conclusions how men ought 
serve God certain areas social action. must hence allow freedom, recognizing 
our own sinful tendencies, for those who Christian commitment reach different 
conclusions from our own. 


God’s will for all human relations summed the simple words, “Thou 
shalt love thy neighbor Who neighbor? Nay, the question rather, 
“To whom will neighbor?” The social sciences can increase our recognition 
the needs the world. Upon seeing these needs the multitudes the world over. 
like Christ will moved with compassion are filled with the Holy Spirit. The 
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social sciences then can enlighten even more helping understand what 
true love action is. 


must address ourselves current and future problems and trends human 
relations order become more effective servants our Lord. cannot 
without increased attention the social sciences, the sciences human relations. 


The future human relations bright scientists and theologians are faith- 
ful stewards under God. 
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IMPLICATIONS CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 


THEOLOGY AND SCIENCE 


Dr. GoopMAN 


are today with the system education commonly called Christian 
Education distinguished from other education commonly secular education. 
The very word secular its first meaning “of pertaining this world the 
present Hence its usage sometimes applied “not concerned with 
and used contrast that which religious spiritual. The use the term 
Christian Education refers primarily the philosophy education the teacher- 
pupil relationship. The form that expression school organization secondary. 

The first premise any educational system rests upon assumption set 
assumptions. These statements truth accepted without proof shape the conclusions 
that the system produces. Our common body knowledge, therefore, dependent 
upon the common denominator accepted fundamental truths and the rules in- 
ference that are applied these truths. Whenever person group changes its 
accepted first premise body assumptions changes the rules inference the 
conclusions will affected. 


Immediately perceived that the first premise secular education limits it- 
self matters pertaining human observations our physical world, social de- 
velopment, and such like. this mass observable and matter, human 
reasoning applied and the result body knowledge that mixture theory 
and facts, truth and error, constantly subject revision and possessing differing de- 
grees acceptability. 


this world expanding knowledge religion with its concerns for life here- 
after, holy God, and similar subjects brushed aside science irrelevant. 
religious person engaged secular study becomes dicotomy with soul concerned 
with the supernatural which phenomena the intellect thrusts aside though did not 
exist. 

Christian education the other hand has its first implication difference from 
secularism the fact that holds some axioms first truths that secularism either 
ignores denies. These first truths knowledge have relevancy all branches 
learning Christian Education. Science confronts Force other than this world 
and must relate its findings that Force. Philosophy has confrontation with Reve- 
lation that drastically affects its viewpoint concerning the meaning things. The 
Humanities must face the record intervention into history and the affairs 
men from outside source. the Fine Arts, Music and Art find object por- 
trayal which transcends the realm matter and concerns itse!f with things the 
spirit. Likewise the Literature men gives rise its noblest expression when its 
concerns are another world, Christian Education brings the focus eternity into 
time and the mark infinity into the realm finiteness. true Christian Education 
does not deny truth fact secular education, but rather frames that fact 
larger area relevancy. Nevertheless, Christian Education may frequently find ob- 
jection the theories secularism because their ignoring denial the things 
Christian Education holds relevant. 


Let consider few basic first-truths Christian Education and their implica- 
tions Theology and Science. 

Our first axiom is, “There God”. Beyond this body that each calls 
“myself” and beyond the mountains and oceans this planet there exists, God. 
the Christian, God relevant creation, the mystery life, the innermost 
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spiritual nature man, the laws nature, the unfolding history both per- 
sonally and nationally, the death the individual well the the age, 
and all other knowledge man. 


The assumption the existence God affects Theology its most vital function 
for its very name suggests the science knowledge God. And yet, strange 
seem, some theology virtually denies the existence God. Nevertheless, seems 
the writer that the pendulum Theological thought will need swing away from 
all forms nebulous, impersonal, and pantheistic expression the definite, the per- 
sonal, and the transcendent God. 


man learns more the secrets the natural world, the vistas knowledge 
increases. Already small compartments knowledge require lifetime study for 
single man understand. How then can such wonderful order logically attributed 
force being less than man? Our alternative reach out into the direction 
that which greater than man. man faces the understanding nature its 
most elemental form with the attendant power man destroy the world 
know and the possibilities reshaping men things come, the impending 
crisis will great, frightening, and awesome that only the concepts definite, 
personal, and transcendent God will the opinion the writer, give meaning and 
relevancy the events our time. 


this hour history the Christian assumption, “There God” gives hope 
for the future. Without concept Someone transcending man his ascendence 
over the inanimate powers nature, the picture most bleak. Man’s selfishness and 
love power are hurling the world civilizations collision path and possible hu- 
man annihilation. Only God transcendent power and authority over His creation 
can either alter the course self-destruction bring salvation the human race 
life beyond death, eternity beyond time, and realm beyond this world. The 
acceptance the simple four word sentence, “There God” transforms the in- 
terpretation the course events our day. Science without Theology spreads 
fear and gloom. Theology coupled Science gives confidence and hope the 
mate triumph right over wrong. And the first Christianity’s axioms has im- 
plications the highest order the day which live. 


second assumption Christian Education is, “God reveals Himself.” The idea 
Supreme Being out communication with the lower orders His creation leads 
world concept equally devoid understanding things supernatural the 
atheistic assumption, “There God.” the Christian, God not only exists, but 
reveals Himself man. This revelation two fold nature, through natural 
revelation the world creation and through special revelation the Word mani- 
fest Christ and the Scriptures. 


Natural revelation the subject matter Science. disection the wonders 
nature brings men the threshold faith One who creates, designs, and provides. 
shepherd lad accustomed gazing the stars and studying the hills burst forth 
with this classical statement, “The heavens declare the glory God; and the firma- 
ment sheweth his handiwork. Day unto day uttereth speech, and night unto night 
sheweth knowledge. There speech nor language, where their voice not heard.” 
(Psalm 19:1-3). 

Modern scientists pride themselves relentless search for truth. Without 
question Truth the goal vast efforts research. From this searching there 
multiplicity facts increase our body knowledge. Their search empirical 
world, bounded the physical senses man. world that becoming increasingly 
vast. profound, and complex, nevertheless our common depository knowledge 
growing. This world the scientist the world natural revelation. 
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Theologians possess through special revelation Truth declared the 
world. From the world beyond the empirical knowledge man comes revelation 
the Truth which man seeks. “But written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, 
neither have entered into the heart man, the things which God hath prepared for 
them that love him. But God hath revealed them unto his Spirit: for the Spirit 
searcheth all things, yea the deep things God.” Corinthians 2:9-10). 


Out this wealth revelation few things stand out and should considered. 
The first these that God True. “He that hath received his testimony hath set 
his seal that God true.” (John 3:33). Also the writer Hebrews declared, “It 
impossible for God lie.” (Hebrews 6:18). can expect then that God 
will find truth unmixed with error. second revelation concerning truth that 
Christ the Truth and the way Truth. The Beloved Apostle John quotes Jesus 
saying, the Way, the Truth, and the life: man cometh unto the Father, but 
me.” (John 14:6). Our route God the Father, the Truth through Jesus who 
himself Truth. Then third point revelation understand Christ the 
depository all knowledge. his famous sermon Mars Hill, Paul pointed out 
concerning Christ, “For him live, and move, and have our being; (Acts 
17:28). Thus the very world our physical life, the empirical world the scientist 
attributed Christ. Perhaps this truth expressed more clearly the Colossian 
passages referring Christ. “And before all things, and him all things con- 


sist.” (Col. 1:17). Also, “In whom are hid all the treasures wisdom and know- 
ledge.” (Col. 2:3). 


the light the above revelation, the responsibility Christian Education 
relate all knowledge Christ. becomes the unifying force the curriculum. 

The third axiom Christians is, “Truth self-consistent”. system Chris- 
tian Education needs withdraw from any fact God’s creation unveiled 
modern science. The truth natural revelation consistent with the truth special 
revelation. Distinction needs made frequently between fact and theory and 
between fact and hypothesis all too often the prejudice non-believer shapes 
his conclusions manner adverse the Christian understanding. other words 
the inferences theologians from the Scriptures and the inferences scientists from 
science may clash even when the supporting facts are agreement. 


precisely this point that there today great implication Christian 
responsibility. Only occasionally like voice crying wilderness hear 
truly Christian appraisal the known facts science. Our Christian educational 
system needs more textbooks, lecturers, and magazines devoted the interpretation 
scientific knowledge the framework Biblical Theology. have assumed that 
this task done teachers science our Christian schools. But the sad truth 
the matter that few science teachers are trained theology, and few theologians 
are serious students science. Our American mania for specialization has created 
gulf misunderstanding and poorly integrated knowledge the fields Science 
and Theology. The hour late and the task highest importance Christianity 
rise power and influence age space. 

second major implication Christian Education that must take in- 
creasing concern with man person this modern world. 

have already seen that God did not stop with natural revelation. While 
may accepted that man may come the knowledge the existence God 
through telescope, microscope, cyclotron, can only know the attributes 
God through special revelation. The holiness God, the justice God, the love 
God, the mercy God, man’s relationship God, and many more concepts come 
through special revelation. see the personality God the record the 
written word and see the Word made flesh Jesus Christ. 
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the wonderful province Theology systematize doctrine thereby giving 
increased understanding the Scriptures. Concepts sin, forgiveness, atonement, 
justification, sanctification, righteousness, and such like strike the heart man’s 
relationship God and his fellow human beings. Evidences God’s intervention 
history through transformed lives believers, miracles, revivals, providences, and 
the rise and fall nations, give implications hope against todays backdrop 
communistic doctrines inevitability and non-recognition God. The Apostle Paul 
placed premium upon theologians paying them this tribute, “Let the elders that 
rule well counted worthy double honour, especially they who labour the 
Word and doctrine.” Tim. 5:17). also instructed Timothy, “Take heed unto 
thyself, and unto the doctrine; continue them: for doing this thou shalt both 
save thyself, and them that hear thee.” Tim. 4:16). Let every theologian aware 
the delightful responsibility that his. 


But the great implication theology the twentieth century the concern 
for moral and ethical advancement keep pace with scientific technology. Man can 
circle the globe today about one hour. Recent news tells rocket belts capable 
hoisting single man through the air. Today, special devices magnify light 100,000 
times and transforms the darkest night into the brilliance and clarity television 
screen. Man adjusting the emptiness outer space and the pressures ocean 
depths. entire city recently used sea water transformed into drinking water for 
entire week without knowing the difference. This wonderful age science can 
create push-button world. Increasingly the man who pushes the button our great 
concern. Basic honesty deteriorating popular acceptance clever forms 
cheating. reported that crime the U.S. has doubled the last years. Whole 
continents cringe before man who fit temper could order the destruction 
western civilization. Our most important question not “Who will reach the moon 
first?” but rather, “Will man slave sin servant righteousness?” 
the role Christian Education bring men face face with the erosive force 
sin and the glorious possibility living, “soberly, righteously, and godly, this 
present world.” (Titus 2:12) well the expectation “new earth wherein 
dwelleth righteousness.” (II Peter 3:13). 


There third difference between Christian Education and secular education 
and that the method forming conclusions. Christian Education considers 
revelation and insight given the Holy Spirit contributing our storehouse 
knowledge well experience and reason. 


Scientists today seek confine all knowledge within the realm experience 
and reason. However, the area experience not confined personal participation 
but may also include public experimental verification. From this great body 
observable phenomena transmitted from one another through scientific literature 
and history conclusions are drawn the aid human reason. 


Christian Education does not decry the benefits human experience and reason, 
but does claim that faith God and the revelation Himself man and the in- 
sights the Holy Spirit are contributing factors the formation conclusions. Fre- 
within the realm scientific thinking the insufficiency evidence affects the 
outcome human reasoning. How can truly scientific mind seeking for truth 
and all possible evidences establish that truth conclude assumption that 
evidence other than human experience applies the case? This the fatal error 
Science. Theology must contribute science the additional ingredients necessary for 
correct reasoning and true conclusions. Theology must accept from science the sub- 
stantial benefit experience and reason not inconsistent with revelation. Apparent 
discrepancies must resolved faith the self-consistency Truth which more 


115 


| 

4 


complet 


understanding will bring forth. Through the medium more complete 


knowledge, theology gives science balance toward truth and guard against 
error that secular education does not possess. 


Permit repeat conclusion concise statement for each the main points 


this paper. 


Christian Education must begin with different set first-truths axioms 

than those used secular education. This implies different conclusions all 

areas human knowledge. Some first truths that have been presented 

sample the implications Christian Education are: 

“There God” which implies control history and hope the 
present critical hour. 

“God reveals Himself” which implies both natural and special revelation, 
the former the basis for science and the latter basis for theology. 

“Truth self-consistent” which implies reconciliation between the facts 
Science and the truth Theology. 


Christian Education has primary concern with moral control over man, 
control that increasingly lacking purely secular education. This im- 
plies grave and urgent responsibility our modern life. 


The method Christian Education differs from secular education that 


Revelation and Insight contribute the store house knowledge well 
experience and reason. This implies the responsibility Theology 
balance wheel Science. 


ese implications Christian Education Theology and Science are pre- 


sented springboard for your personal meditation and development thought 


rather 


han exhaustive treatment the subject. 


Marion College 
Marion, Indiana 


Standard Dictionary the English Language, International Edition, (New York: Funk and 


Wag 


nalls Co., 1959). 


“Ibid.” 


Paper presented Fourth Biennial Joint Meeting the American Scientific Affiliation and the 
Evangelical Theological Society, Goshen, Indiana, June 14-16, 1961. 
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THE RELEVANCE SCIENTIFIC THOUGHT 


SCRIPTURAL INTERPRETATION* 


what way can appeal made science and its conclusions help 
interpret the Scriptures? How can scientific information, i.e., information from the 
world science, aid the interpretation Scripture? 


see way address myself directly this question. Some attention defi- 
nitions and/or presuppositions first required. would not proper here present 
apologetic for view Scripture. But necessary have mind clearly what 
our view Scripture is—our view its authority—the Scripture about which are 
concerned find the relevance science aid interpretation. 


this Scripture pre-scientific document, with all the implications that this 
usually implies? Since was written long before the modern world scientific 
knowledge, are liberty reject what says about scientific things that does 
not square with our modern scientific knowledge? No, means. give 
some thought how was written can quickly see that that not the way out 
for us. 


not the state knowledge the human authors the Bible that here 
significant. How they acquired the information they subsequently recorded not 
germane our discussion. They were, perhaps, unlearned and ignorant men, judged 
our standards doubtelessly so. irrelevant that the authors were living 
pre-scientific age and that they could have had knowledge comparable what 
have today. How they acquired their information not relevant this discussion. 
This, the acquisition information the writers Scripture, the theologians call 
revelation. distinct from inspiration, which has with the communication 
information. 

Inspiration, refers Scripture, define supernatural act God the 
Holy Ghost the writers our Sacred Books which influence their words were 
rendered also the words God, and therefore free from any error doctrine, fact 
judgment. 


really does not matter what scientific knowledge the human authors had 
detail. matters that God supernaturally moved with and upon them they wrote 
that their words were also His. The sacred writers were guided their writing 
such way that while their humanity was not superseded was yet dominated that 
their words became the same time the words God, and thus infallible. 


This has been through the centuries and continues today the formulation 
the church what the Scripture is. not, therefore, escape the problem 
blaming the ignorance the human authors and then using modern scientific con- 
clusions the norm which interpret their words. 


shall not here enter into the problems canon (what books) textual 
criticism (which variants the texts and which texts) where are the autographs? 
Thousands effective pages have been written all these points. Nor shall 
into the alleged charge dictation the mechanistic theory inspiration; 
namely, that our view the Bible must make man mere robot God the re- 
ception information. This new battle, nor are the charges new. Dr. 
Machen, writing 1923 his classic Christianity and Liberalism, referred all 
them. 


Certainly that stupendous claim, and wonder that has been 
attacked. But the trouble that the attack not always fair. the liberal 
preacher objected the doctrine plenary inspiration the ground that 
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matter fact there are errors the Bible, might right and might 
wrong, but any rate the discussion would conducted the proper ground. 
But too often the preacher desires avoid the delicate question errors the 
Bible—a question which might give offense the rank and file—and prefers 
speak merely against “mechanical” theories inspiration, the theory 
“dictation,” the use the Bible talisman,” the like. 


Our view inspiration basic campaign. assumption. But pre- 
cisely this which must assume before can take the words the Bible any 
basis authority, and hence worthy our taking time bring science bear 
their interpretation. Any other view introduces the subjectivism the human mind 
the norm. 


does not weaken our case state that rests assumption. The opposite 
rests assumption too. Nor this new idea. 1878, Hodge put this way: 


Now, held, the basis all the presuppositions Atheism, Ma- 
terialism, Agnosticism, and even the old Deism, that absolutely absurd 
talk any supernatural revelation God, any Bible either containing 
being the Word God. want, however, assure the laymen who have not 
investigated these questions that nine-tenths all the objections which men are 
making now the Scriptures, which they claim that the progress 
edge, the progress civilization, the progress science, the progress critical 
investigation, the vast aggregate historical knowledge, all are sweeping away 
the foundations our ancient faith the wish assure them that 
these objections are not only untrue, but absurd. Those that are made are not 
founded upon priori philosophical principles. Neither science 
nor criticism bears any testimony against the divine origin the Bible. appeal 
with confidence the priori principles contrary philosophy. must 
meet them their own ground, and appeal from the postulates false philos- 
ophy the postulates true. have much right believe our philosophy 
they have believe theirs. Renan, for instance, begins his discussion upon the 
Epistles with this assumption: “The supernatural impossible;” therefore the 
supernatural unhistorical, and therefore any piece literature that claims 
convey supernatural information must far forth incorrect and the 
subject correction critical hands. 


You see that this mere assumption, and the whole principle which 
rests that which underlies the philosophy, atheistic, materialistic, agnostic 
deistic, these errorists; and this swept away not only all the foundations 
for such claim, but all color presumption which rests, swept away 
once. Doubtless there are very many men great ability who are perfectly 
honest who hold this belief. They are thoroughly convinced the principles 


their priori philosophy, and these principles are evidently inconsistent with 
the truths Christianity. 


But discard the unproved assumptions, invalidate their conclus- 
ions (Popular Lectures Theological Themes, Lecture IV.) 


This our view Scripture. has God’s authority for its words. But, 
must interpret these words men, these words God too. What canons inter- 
pretation can use? The most basic that must interpret them literally. Ramm 
defines the literal meaning word the customary, socially asknowledged desig- 
nation that word. more classic, less obscure, definition would that must 
use the grammatico-historical-theological interpretation. 
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This take the words their customary, socially acknowledged designation 
—the literal meaning. What did those words mean those days? What did they des- 
ignate the authors? This what most basic. not critical what they mean 


translation today our society. What did they mean then the society the 
authors? 


this true, then archaeology, history, philology and linguistics are the impor- 


tant interpretative tools—the deter not modern 


D 
the role, relevance, scientific thought Scriptural int 


erpretation? 
ought stir our minds, but can not the norm. may give key, but 
not the final authority. The final authority must, definition, the meaning 
the words interpreted their culture. 


Does this not bring impasse, the same old blind alley where science 
pitted against the Scriptures? science could norm, and could interpret 
the Scripture with certainty, things would much easier—in every age— 
but which age would finally have the right interpretation? can not answer 
these questions. But have practical suggestion which feel 
this: wherever there difference for between what science appears 
say and what the Scriptures appear say, since God both the author the physi- 
cal World and the Word and therefore these two documents must presumed 
complementary the one the other, cannot sure which correct, the Bible 
interpreted and the light science and culture, our present 
understanding science, neither. not have the right insist upon final 
conclusion such point difference until can find the rationale between the 
two. This works both ways—for biblical interpretation and for scientific 
tion. 


Let illustrate the first, interpreting the Bible 20th century meanings 
words: 
Genesis 2:7 the Lord God formed man the dust the ground, and 
breathed into his nostrils the breath life; and man became living soul.” 


Evolutionary theorists would have God make man out already animate 
brute imparting the spirit him given point the brute’s evolutionary de- 
velopment. Millions years likely intervened between the dust stage and the body- 
like-man’s stage. Then this brute became man God’s inbreathing. However, this 
interpretation can not stand. The Hebrew behind living soul” Genesis 2:7 
nephesh hayah. The same words are found Genesis 1:21 and 1:24. There they are 
translated “living creature.” The words mean “animate” “alive.” created every- 
thing that has life. and God created great whales, and every living creature” 
(Genesis 1:21). This form made from dust, then, was not animate. had life 
prior God’s breathing nephesh hayah into it. was this point that the inani- 
mate clay became alive. was not this point that already animate body became 
man the infusion “spirit.” 


Thus modern usage words can mislead us. And, the idea scientific that 
before became man “man” was living brute, and must therefore use this 
“scientific” idea interpret this passage the Bible, (as some are doing), science 
leads incorrect interpretation. The interpretation that must accept comes 
from philology, not science, this case. 


Finally, let illustrate what mean the rationale two complementary 
items. 


Ephesians 4:8 states that Christ gave gifts men. quotation from Psalm 
68:18 which states that received gifts for men (at least our English transla- 
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tions.) How can that gave gifts and received gifts both the same time? 
Which testament correct? The usual answer “The New Testament later and 
correct.” No. there rationale must force one the other. Using 
Ugaritic philology again, the Psalm may read “He received gifts from men,” that is, 
from among men received men. The gifts were men. Now the rationale clear. 
The psalmist speaks his taking gifts, namely, capturing men. The apostle speaks 
giving these gifts—giving these gifted men men for the work the ministry, 
some apostles, some evangelists, cetera. The two complement each other, 
would like hope, and therefore can reasonably believe that have 
interpretation both passages. 


should with interpretation the Word and the physical World, 
the one should complement the other, each should help interpret the other, and 
should wary forcing either the other. 


Trinity College Seminary 
Chicago, 


*Paper presented the biennial joint American Scientific Theological So- 
ciety Meeting, Goshen, Indana, June, 1961. 


*We cannot dispute the Virgin Birth Christ, the physical resurrection Christ, other 
items commonly accepted Christians, common agreement, cardinal The 
differences referred the body the article are differences areas not general agree- 
ment between Christian men science and Christian theologians. Obviously there will 
debatable points which items are this category and which are not. The principle enumer- 
ated “rule thumb.” 
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THE RELEVANCE SCRIPTURAL INTERPRETATION 
SCIENTIFIC THOUGHT* 
BALEs 


There are those who maintain that Scripture and Science move two entirely 
different realms and therefore there can relevancy between the two. There can 
conflict for never the twain shall meet. 


The author believes that there some relationship between scriptural 
tation and scientific thought. The Bible does have bearing science. 


find points harmony and points conflict between science and Scrip- 
ture. seems that inevitable that the historical revelation, and its view 
man’s nature and needs, should come into contact with various sciences. 


the peoples the Bible really lived, then whenever their remains are located 
the archaeologists, the Bible and the archaeologists are both dealing with least 


some aspects the same subject—although one may furnish some information which 
the other does not. 


When scientist studies man material being, see how much can 
learned that plane, this one thing. However, maintains that this the 
whole story about man and that science proves that is, immediately there con- 
flict between that science and Scripture. 


When man studied animal order learn all about man that can 
learned about him animated physical body, the Scripture does not stand 
the way. one maintains that science shows that man just animal, conflict 
introduced. The Biblical interpretation man has priority for the believer, although 
the believer recognizes that the Bible does not tell all there know about man, 
and thus should learn from any source what can teach about man. 


When so-called scientific socialism, held Marxists, maintains that there 
basic human nature, but only reflection temporary economic system which 
will give way another system, comes into conflict with the Bible. 


seems me, therefore, that maintain that there relevancy imply 
that the Bible does not deal all with the physical world, that unrelated 
history and human nature and that just system ideas which are unrelated 
the world reality with which science deals. 


The Bible Not Anti-Intellectual 


The relationship not, some both sides have assumed, one necessary 
antagonism. There may believers who are against science, and scientists who are 
against the Bible, but does not follow that necessity irreconcilable antagonism 
exists. The Bible not anti-intellectual and thus not anti-science. 


The Christian should love God with all his mind well with the rest 
his being (Matt. 22:37). also has broad curriculum which think 
(Phil. 4:8). 


The intellect appealed the presentation grounds for faith. Acts 
four lines evidence were advanced: (a) Jesus’ miracles (Acts 2:22); (b) Proph- 
ecy’s fulfillment (Acts 2:16, 17, 25-28, 30, (c) The resurrection (Acts 2:32) 
(d) Miracles Pentecost—something seen, heard and done (Acts 2:33, 
11). the basis these lines evidence faith was called for. “Therefore let all 
the house Israel know assuredly, that God hath made that same Jesus, whom 
have crucified, both Lord and Christ” (Acts 2:36). 
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Not only the credentials Christ make appeal the intellect, but the in- 
tellect involved understanding the Bible and applying its principles. 


The condemnation human wisdom Cor. and not the intellect 
but man’s arrogant determination understand God, man, duty, life and destiny 
apart from—in fact, repudiation of—divine revelation. 


The author believes that the type mind which the Scriptures teach essential 
for faith Christ the type which essential discovering and understanding 
truth any realm: (a) Willingness hear the evidence, without being swayed 
passion and prejudice (Matt. 13:14-16; Tim 4:2-4); (b) Humility which leads 
teachable (Matt. 18:1-4); (c) Love truth (John 18:37; cp. 7:17-2; Thess. 
(d) Good and honest heart which furnishes receptive soil for seeds 
truth (Lk. 8:15). 


far the author can see there field scientific research into which the 
Christian cannot enter, unless involved transgression moral law. 


The Scriptures Furnish Magna Charta for the Scientist 


There are principles the Bible which furnish Magna Charta, speak, 
for the scientist. Regardless whether not individual derives these from the 
Bible, they are also found the Bible. 


(1) Man’s dominion (Gen. 1:26-28). This not passive, for man subdue 
the earth (Gen. 1:28), and seems that science involved today man’s 
subduing the earth. Even the Garden was “to dress and keep it” 
(Gen. 2:15). 

(2) The Bible keeps the scientist from becoming submerged his materials 
that becomes depersonalized and depersonalizes others. Men are more than “per- 
sonnel units,” reacting mechanisms, mere matter motion, etc. Science cannot com- 
pletely explain the scientist. 

(3) The Biblical view that man being with the power rational thought, 
one who can weigh evidence, one who can think straight, essential science. 
atheism, any brand materialism, true, thought but matter motion which 
has been set motion previous motions matter; none which have been 
based thoughtful evaluation evidence. 


Karl Marx’s view was that thought but reflection the material world—of 
which the economic world the basic factor—transformed into forms thought and 
reflected the mind. Thus not only would his materialism make rational thought 
impossible, but would this view since maintained that the world which 
now live was based irrational economic order (capitalism). 


(4) The concept orderly, law-abiding universe essential concept for 
science. 


Science would impossible least most aspects animistic society; 
fact, all aspects society was wholly and consistently animistic. How can 
orderly universe postulated, and science possible, nature under the control 
wide variety arbitrary spirits? 


Superstitious attitudes keep the superstitious from being scientific the matters 
towards which they have superstitious attitude. For example, French meteorologist 
the Congo was accused the natives stealing their good weather and selling 
their enemies. difficult enough for the weatherman the best surroundings 
but how could science weather prediction developed amongst people who 
thought that through witchcraft their weather could stolen and sold someone 
else? 
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How could experimentation animals carried out society where these 
animals were worshipped viewed the reincarnation human beings? 


may objected that the Bible animistic that there are cases demon 
possession recorded it. However, the context the Bible quite different from 
the animistic society. the Bible, demon possession was unusual thing. Although 
people were driven crazy demons, yet there are cases lunacy the Bible which 
are not attributed demons. Furthermore, the sticks, stones, trees, etc., were not 
viewed under the control divers spirits. The context the Bible that demon 
possession seen the setting law-abiding universe, while animistic society 
does not view the universe law-abiding. 


The Bible also friend scientific investigation because for scientific investi- 
gation flourish unfettered there must freedom. And where the Bible 
and lived, freedom does flourish. 


Experimentation 


Does the Bible have any relevancy scientific experimentation? Yes, least 
two respects. First, with respect basic attitudes which the Bible inculcates, such 
industry and integrity. Second, would rule out certain areas experimentation since 
affirms the reality moral and spiritual values and views man moral and 
spiritual and not just manifestation matter. Although obviously new medicine, 
new type operation, after adequate testing otherwise, has tried out 
some one, yet the use human beings guinea-pigs Nazi scientists used them 
ruled out. “Frequently they even used their victims indiscriminately and irresponsibly, 
killing hundreds when only few (horrible even this) would have sufficed.” 
(Robert Clark, Christian Belief and Science—A Reconciliation and Partner- 
ship. London: The English Universities Press, Ltd., 1960, pp. 130-131. footnote 
states: “For brief summary see Laennec, Medical Experimentation and 
Man, Eng. trans., 1955, pt. 


The Scriptures would also keep man from experimenting with moral and spiritual 
values. Man should not endeavor test immorality through personal experimenta- 
tion. Obviously, should apply his own life the moral and spiritual values the 
Bible and doing will find them confirmed, far possible for them 
be, the crucible experience. 


The Scriptures Can Guard the Scientist Against Certain False Conclusions 
and Can Suggest Certain Leads 


seems that the Bible does indicate that would useless conduct cer- 
tain types investigations. For example, the Bible teaches the unity the human race 
its origin and nature. God created man (Gen. 1:27-28) and “hath made one blood 
all nations men for dwell all the face the earth” (Acts 17:25-26). The 
basic unity humanity implied the great commission (Mk. 16:15; Matt. 28:18- 
20). Thus believe futile for scientist try prove otherwise; although when 
tries may find certain things wherein individuals and cultures differ, his re- 
search the whole will point the unity the human race—that the human 
race which all belong—and will confirm the Bible this particular. 


knowledge the Bible will enable the scientist certain areas not draw 
certain false, and some cases destructive, conclusions from his data. Dr. Kinsey 
had known and respected the Bible, would not have implied that the fact that many 
people were doing thing constituted ethical justification for that type conduct. 
recognized this, least sufficiently show that raised problems, but Barbara 
Benson said: Dr. Kinsey suggests that conflicts arising from sexual adjustment 
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would fewer standards more nearly coincided with practice. However, re- 
peatedly points out that facts behavior cannot accepted the code behavior 
without raising other serious problems.” (“What Women Want Know About the 
Kinsey Book,” Ladies’ Home Journal, Sept. 1953, 53.) 


Kinsey’s treatment homosexuality led Dr. Edmund Bergler write article 

“The Myth New National Disease” (The Psychiatric Quarterly, Jan. 1948, 

pp. 66-68), and take Kinsey task for attempting “to give homosexuals clean 

bill health” 87). Regardless the findings investigators, homosexual- 
itv can more justified than can adultery. 


There are some who have combined misunderstanding Science with passage 
Scripture and have ended with false charge against the Bible. For example, 
some have said that woman was made from rib man, man should have one less 
rib than woman! moment’s thought, however, reminds that such acquired char- 
acteristics would not inherited. Adam had had his appendix removed would 
not mean that his children would born without appendices. 


Although science its very nature seeks natural explanation, and one may 
probe see how far such explanation maye pursued, yet the Bible would keep 
the scientist from concluding that everything can explained naturally. And 
understanding that entropy indicates least that the universe not self- 
contained, self-explained system which can explained terms present day 
processes. Although the scientist operates the assumption uniformity, yet 
effort explain naturally the totality things breaks down when postulates that 
times past forces which work today produced results which they longer produce. 


The Scriptures kept informed believers from assuming, assumption which 
science shows false, that the earth was always habitable that man has forever 
lived earth. 


The Scriptures also show, what science confirms, that man arrived last. The 
Christian views man the crown creation, and even those evolutionists who 
hold atheism regard him the present crown evolution. 


Then, too, the Scriptures keep from expecting race supermen this 
earth advanced over man man over the ape. 


Although the Scriptures not give definition kind, and thus does 
not tell the exact extent variation within kind, yet the fact that does show 
that there are boundary lines—for example, between man and the animals—keeps 
from assuming that there are unbridgeable gaps. However, scientist 
Christian may probe see what extent variation may take place—with reference 
the fruit fly, for example. 


Although the Bible leaves the anthropologist free investigate the various re- 
ligious faiths, yet would have kept him from seeking prove that the history 
religion must fit evolutionary framework wherein religion evolved from atheism, 
animism, polytheism, etc., monotheism. great deal energy went into the effort 
prove that monotheism was the end product evolutionary development. More 
and more students, however, are concluding today that the evolutionary framework 
artificial, and some have concluded—apart from the Bible—that monotheism was 
first. 


The Bible would have kept men from assuming that primitive man was savage 
barely out the animal stage. Furthermore, would have led them understand 
that so-called primitive man various parts the world today not primitive man 
but fallen man (Rom. 1). 
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The Scriptures furnish some guidelines which would have kept some psychologists 
from false and even very destructive theories. would have kept them from assuming 
that man wholly material and that can therefore live bread alone. Man needs 
meaningful faith, some frame reference, which live. Professor Adam Schaff, 
head Warsaw University’s Department Philosophy, and who the Central 
Committee the Polish Communist Party, said recently that student asked: “Please 
don’t angry, but could you explain the meaning life?” saw that the student 
was not just baiting him, that others were concerned, and this jolted him, for 
now had rejected “such subjects much blah-blah.” admitted that 
now Marxism had not really dealt with this, and that would need so—on 
“scientific” basis, course. (Time, June 1961, 58). 


take one other example, the realm psychology, the Bible the many 
motivating appeals which makes would protect one from taking one motivating 
appeal and viewing the only appeal. would have kept some psychologists from 
taking the position, some once did, that all appeal fear wrong. would keep 
others from neglecting the appeal love. 


were scientist, think would read through the Bible times see 
there was anything there that might furnish some lead for field, that 
would keep from error the interpretation data. 


might be, and have not checked this story nor carefully studied the passage 
see the meaning “paths,” that they will stimulated Matthew Fontaine 
Maury was when read Psa. 8:8 about the “paths the sea,” and then finally 


charted lanes across the Atlantic. (“Pathfinder the Seas,” Reader’s Digest, July, 
1940). 


When Conflicts Come 


Conflicts between theologians and scientists will take place from time time. 
But one the reasons why the believer will not upset the latest hypothesis 
some scientist, that changes, even radical changes, take place science. say 
this not condemnation science; fact, commendation the scientist 
who changes when sees that his previous hypothesis inadequate. 


also helpful, dealing with points conflict, seeming conflict, realize 
that the scientist seeking find natural explanation. the very nature scien- 
tific research searches for natural explanations and not supernatural one. 


the March, 1958, issue The Christian Graduate, Gordon Barnes wrote: 
“Religion concerned with significance and purpose, while science concerned with 
structure and mechanism. They therefore give different accounts which are not mutual- 
exclusive but complementary, and which, taken together, give more nearly com- 
plete picture the truth than either alone.” 


Science concerned with describing how things happen and takes ac- 
count whatever why they happen.” (Warren Weaver, “Science and Faith,” The 
Christian Century, Jan. 1955, 11). assure you that Professor Einstein 
has slightest idea why gravity operates. Indeed any such question would com- 
pletely and properly confuse him, for such question lies wholly outside science.” 
12). 

are trying understand nature finding the answer why the kettle 
boils—or rather, what causes the kettle boil—we not introduce personal type 
answer and say, Because want tea. (D. Spanner, “The Methods and Limita- 
tions Science,” The Christian Graduate, March, 1953, pp. 12-). 

bring God our scientific explanation turn from the materialistic 
how the personal why and who. 
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Furthermore, bringing God prematurely bridge gap our scientific 
knowledge can lead bad results. “Science breaks through the gaps, and religion 
seems once again retreat.” 19). 


The Bible May Misinterpreted 


When conflict between science and Scripture arises may also reckon with 
the fact that possible misunderstand the Bible. Some misinterpretation 
the Bible have tried make the Bible relevant science matter where was 
not relevant. They have brought unnecessary conflict. One must always willing 


study sure that has not tried speak for God where God has not spoken 
for Himself. 


What right have tell scientists that God does not intend for man explore 


careful study the case Jacob, the peeled rods and the flock shows that the 
Bible not teaching the theory maternal impressions (Gen. 30:37-42; 31:1-13. 
See also John Van Haitsma, The Supplanter Undeceived Jacob’s Divine Instruc- 
tion Heredity. Grand Rapids, Michigan: Kuizema and 1941). 


Some things the Bible are left obscurity. The Bible was not given make 
experts every field under the sun. 


The Scriptures not always distinguish between God’s direct working and His 
indirect workings, must careful not conclude that every place where 
God said something that means that was done immediately, directly, with- 
out working through any secondary causes. For example, God sends the sunshine and 
the rain the just and the unjust, but conclude that laws nature are in- 
volved would wrong (Matt. 5:45). not assault the Bible maintain that 
the evidence shows that laws God are involved. 


The Bible attributes the creation man God. Was this direct act God, 
did God through laws over long period time, that man harmony 
with His laws evolved physically from the animal world? 


judgment Genesis One does not tell exactly how God created man and 
woman. fact, know from Genesis that Genesis One omits the first 
were, the creation woman. Although Genesis 1:26-27 does not say that 
man and woman were created the same time, this the conclusion which some 
draw from Genesis One. Genesis One were the only passage the Bible the 
subject there would grounds which either affirm deny the simultane- 
ous creation man and woman. 


However, Genesis Two shows that God created man first from the dust the 
earth (Gen. 2:7). not know how much later was that “Jehovah God said, 
not good that man should alone; will make him help meet for him.” (Gen. 
2:18). the animal world “for man there was not found help meet for him. 
And Jehovah God caused deep sleep fall upon the man, and slept, and took 
one his ribs, and closed the flesh instead thereof: and the rib, which Jehovah 
God had taken from the man, made woman, and brought her unto the man. And 
the man said, This now bone bones, and flesh flesh: she shall 
called Woman, because she was taken out Man.” (Gen. 2:20-23). 


This case should teach that when the Bible leaves blank must careful 
assuming that the blank must filled after such and such manner. may 
have been that manner, may not have been. For arbitrarily commit the 
Bible specific manner, when has not committed itself, deal unfairly with 
the Bible and run the risk discrediting the Bible the minds some people. 
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may suggest possible manners while clearly indicating that not have, from 
the Bible alone, sufficient grounds which definitely decide specific manner. 
evidence from outside the Bible gives grounds for deciding the manner, can 
accept, and should accept, this outside evidence without feeling that any way 
has set itself against the Bible. 


will observed that the Bible does not say how God formed man’s body 
from the dust the earth, nor how long took. However, does not seem 
that the silence the Scriptures this place gives any grounds, when con- 


sider some other passages, for assuming that was evolutionary process via 
the animal route. 


First, although animal flesh was already existence—and it, too, was formed 
the ground (Gen. the passage Gen. 2:7 does not say that man was 
formed from animal flesh but the dust the ground. Both animal life and dust 
existed when God created man. God made man from the dust and not from living 
creatures. This itself might not show conclusively that animal flesh was not 
intermediate step, with the dust the ground being the original material and the 
basic material both animal flesh and human flesh. But does fit with the idea 
man special creation. 


Second, Genesis 1:24-25 shows that God created animals and enabled them 
bring forth after their kind. “And God said, Let the earth bring forth living creatures 
after their kind, cattle, and creeping things, and beasts the earth after their kind; 
and was so. And God made the beasts the earth after their kind, and the cattle 
after their kind, and everything that creepeth upon the earth after its kind: and God 
saw that was good” (Gen. 1:24-25). The law reproduction this passage re- 
veals that the animals, who were created before man was created, were reproduce 
after their kind. However, man came evolution via the animal route, some 
animals would have had produce not their own kind, but mankind. God, 
willed, could have some cases made exception this law reproduction but 
Genesis One and Two neither state nor imply such tremendous exception. 

Third, the evolutionists—so far know—believe that man and woman came 
the same route. Even man had evolved from animals could not assumed that 
woman evolved, for the Bible expressly says that she was made from man. 
evolutionists whom know maintain that man evolved and that later from man 
woman evolved. 


Furthermore, such were the case would have very speedy evolutionary 


process order for woman evolve, and offspring possible, before man died 
old age! 


Fourth, Gen. 1:30 animals, birds, and creeping things are referred those 
“wherein there life,” living soul. These were living contrast with the non- 
living. Genesis 2:7 “man became living soul.” Although man was made God’s 
image (Gen. 1:26), and more than animal, yet does also have the life the 
body. Man also living creature. important notice that Gen. 2:7 speaks 
the inanimate becoming the animate (formed the dust, the breath life breathed 
into his nostrils “and man became living soul”). other words, man was not alive 
beast and then became alive man. was not alive brute form, and then 
developed into human form. Instead, became alive. 


The Scriptures the Authority for the Believer 


When the Bible sets forth position must accept it, regardless the current 
attitude some scientists. Although should willing, the evidence indicates, 
that such re-examination called for, re-examine our interpretation the Bible, 
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should never approach from the standpoint that the Bible must harmonize with 
some idea which current some section the scientific world. The word God 
must take priority over the words men—whether scientists not. should not 
appeasers hastily seek harmonize the Bible with the latest hypothesis. 


the other hand, humility Christian virtue and just are aware that 
there difference between hypothesis and assured result science, just there 
often difference between what some people say that the Bible teaches and what 
actually teaches. 


What shall when after study are convinced that the Bible teaches 
certain matter, and also see satisfactory answer hypothesis science 
which conflicts with the interpretation the Bible. First, have good reasons 
accept the Bible. Second, know that science characterized change and to- 
morrow’s investigations may bring the answer. Third, may learn more about the 
Bible, and our previous explanation may altered. Fourth, sign maturity 
faith able define the problem, and carry with one for years necessary, 
without having the answer, and yet spite this way hindered our life 
faith and our labor love. Our privileges should not dulled nor our duty 
lessened the difficulty. 


The Biblical Miracles and Science 


seems that there relevancy between the Biblical miracles and 
scientific investigation, since believe that the miracles God worked way 
which Nature, left herself, would not work. Science itself cannot 
deny the proposition that some cause worked these specific cases which not 
working the laboratory. 


The Christian Who Scientist Should Not Expect Successful 
Just Because Believes the Bible 


Christians must not conclude that because they are Christians science will not 
involve hard work for them—that the Bible and prayer will substitute for work. 
Though they should pray about all things, they should not substitute prayer for hard 
work and straight thinking. There “royal road learning” for even the child 
the heavenly King. This true concerning God’s revealed book, the Bible, and 
His unrevealed book, Nature. 


true that through God’s word one can learn things which the wise the 
world not know, but the field science Christians must study surely 
must the non-Christian scientist. Scripture not substitute for science, and science 
not substitute for Scripture. 

Harding College 


Searcy, Arkansas 


*Paper presented the biennial joint American Scientific Affiliation-Evangelical Theological So- 
ciety meeting, Goshen, Indiana, June 1961. 
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THE MEANING THE WORD SHEOL SHOWN PARALLELS 


POETIC TEXTS 
Harris 


The meaning the word Sheol important both Old Testament theology 
and cosmology. usually said, e.g. the ISBE, Brown, Driver and Briggs Hebrew 
Lexicon, Hastings Bible Dictionary, etc., that Sheol the place departed spirits. 
Inasmuch Sheol often located “down” the Old Testament, the Hebrew cos- 
mology said include subterranean gloomy place like the Babylonian nether- 
world Greek Hades. both righteous and wicked Sheol, two-compartment 
theory has been advocated with Christ delivering those the better compartment 
the occasion his descent hell and ascent heaven referred Ephesians 4:8 
and Peter 3:20. 


With all this the writer has long been dissatisfied. not believe that Ephes- 
ians 4:8 refers descent hell. merely argues that the one giving gifts men 
the one who descended from heaven the earth beneath (not lower parts the 
earth) and then reascended. The verse quotes from Psalm 68:18 which tells highly 
figurative language God’s victory over his foes. Paul interprets this the victory 
Christ over death, identifying the God who ascended with Christ who first descended 
His incarnation. 


Nor think that Peter 3:20 teaches descent Christ hell. satis- 
fied with the exegesis that holds that refers previous preaching Noah’s day. 
The argument Peter touches Noah’s deliverance type baptism. Noah’s 
generation perished. They are the souls prison. But they were warned Christ 
who the Spirit speaking through Noah preached those sinners while the ark 
was preparing. Christ did not Himself the prison preach them. the 
Spirit, had preached those souls who are now prison. Christ did not descend 
hell. Indeed, told the thief that was going paradise—a place which Paul 
equates with the third heaven (II Cor. 12:2 f.) 


Then did all men Sheol and what Sheol? For some time had thought 
and taught that Sheol the early books merely meant “grave” and that the course 
time through the progress revelation came mean Proverbs, Isaiah, and 
Ezekiel place punishment for the wicked. This the view expressed Alexander 
Heidel very helpful excursus this subject The Gilgamesh Epic and Old 
Testament Parallels (Chicago, 1946) pp. 170-207. More recent study, especially 
passages where the word Sheol used poetic parallel with its synonyms, has 
made incline the view that Sheol simply means “the grave.” this correct, 
then elaborate cosmologies built upon the concept Sheol the place departed 
spirits and also teachings soul sleep based sleep Sheol are all poorly 


founded. 


The word Sheol uncertain etymology and not knowledge used 
ancient cognate languages. used once Jewish Aramaic text the papyri 
from Elephantine where clearly means just “the used times 
the Old Testament and concordance pretty good tool use its study. 
think that classifying similar verses together can touch all the instances 
usage. 


Sheol used four times Genesis. Jacob said danger going down 
Sheol, mourning for his son. Genesis 44:31, though not poetic, has “death” 
parallel with “going down Sheol.” The translation “grave” suitable 
and widely acknowledged correct. 
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Next the word used Numbers 16:30 and where Korah and his company 
“went down quick into the pit (Sheol).” But not only did Korah and his fellows 
Sheol, his houses and goods also went down. His tents and things surely did not 
the place departed spirits! The obvious meaning that and his goods 
were all buried alive the earth. not stated the text that Sheol was under- 
ground cavity and that hole was opened the earth whereby Korah and his 
friends went down. This not stated and should not inferred. Korah was simply 
buried alive. 


Sheol used again Deuteronomy 32:22. God’s anger will burn “unto the 
lowest hell.” This does not sound like the “grave.” But remember that the Hebrew 
does not say “lowest.” The word simply means “beneath.” The word tahtit and 
used for the nether millstone, etc. The parallels Deuteronomy are “the earth 
and its produce” and “the foundations the mountains.” These are physical items. 
God’s anger will burn down into the earth far down the Hebrews could imagine. 
should remembered that some ancient graves were deep. The Royal Tombs 
excavated Woolley were feet deep! Also remember that the Hebrews had 
conception mean sea level used reference point For instance, 
the “waters under the earth” the second commandment are not subterranean lake. 
They are merely waters below shore line where fish live. This easily seen from the 
context. The commandment prohibits images things the heaven, i.e. birds, moon, 
stars, lightning, etc. Then prohibits images things the earth beneath, i.e. ani- 
mals, men, trees, etc. Then prohibits images anything the “waters under the 
earth.” Surely this means images fish who not dwell subterranean lake. 
but below the water’s edge oceans, lakes, and rivers. Deuteronomy 32:22 


“Sheol beneath” simply means deep grave. abode anybody mentioned 
the context. 


There are two passages Samuel, both poetic: Samuel 2:6 says that the 
Lord “brings down Sheol and brings up.” the context, Hannah exalting the 
Lord’s power and goodness. The poetic parallel “the Lord kills and makes alive,” 
saves alive. “Bringing from Sheol” has nothing with shades with 
resurrection. merely means preserving from death, this context. The usage for 
quite like that Genesis. Samuel 22:6 passage parallel Psalm 
18:5. says that God saves from the “sorrows Sheol.” The phrase parallel 
the “traps death.” The previous verse refers the “waves death” and “floods 
ungodly men.” David talking about death and the grave. speaks them the 
king terrors, would say. But abode departed spirits view. 


Kings 2:6 and the aged David advises Solomon bring down Joab and 
Shimei Sheol, i.e. kill them. bring them down the grave all that 
implied. 


There are eight passages Job. Six these have poetic parallels and some 
cases these clarify the conception. Job 17:13 and are clear: “If wait, Sheol 
mine house, have made bed the darkness.” This explained vs. 
the place corruption and the worm. Clearly means, “lie down the grave.” 
Verse puts the “bars Sheol” parallel with “resting the dust.” Though the 
expression, “bars Sheol.” used, this need only figure speech similar 
the “bars the sea.” Heidel refers this and compares such figures the “hand 
Sheol,” the “mouth the earth,” (Gen. 4:11), The passage clearly uses Sheol 
mean “the grave.” does not teach that the departed spirits dwell 
only says that the dead body the grave darkness. Job 24:19 similar. says 
that heat melts snow, consumes those who have sinned. This does not 
teach annihilation the wicked. The next verse says, “the worm shall feed him.” 
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teaches the decomposition the body the grave. Only the wicked are referred 
here, but that because the context the wicked who think themselves secure are 
the ones view. 


The other verses Job are not clear, but will all bear this meaning. Job 7:9, 
like fading cloud, that “goeth down Sheol shall come more.” The con- 
text talking about death. the grave the body wastes away. What happens the 
personality, the verses not say. That was Job’s problem the moment! Job 
14:13 similar, that thou wouldest hide the grave.” This equivalent 
wishing for death. passing, may suggest that this passage teaches resurrection 
well does the more famous one Job 19:25. Job here poses the problem 
tree cut down which yet will yield second growth. But man much more worth 
dies and what happens? Apparently nothing happens, but this illogical. 
verse Job declares with confidence that will wait “until change comes.” What 
not clear from the translation that the word “change” vs. derived from 
the same root “second growth” vs. effect Job expressing his faith 
that somehow for man too God has reserved “second growth,” resurrection. 
reminds one Franklin’s epitaph which expresses his confidence that God will 
bring the old book out new edition! 


Job 21:13: That the wicked “in moment down Sheol” more 
problem. was problem Job. The wicked have easy death while Job suffers. 
Verses 23ff. say that one man dies easily, another bitterness. They lie down the 
dust alike, worms cover both. This say that all Sheol, the grave. But 
here Job sees further. vs. the wicked are said reserved the day de- 
struction. This not said Sheol lower part Sheol. This paralleled 
being brought forth the day wrath. 


Job 11:8 Sheol simply the deep, opposite high heaven. like Deuter- 
onomy 32:22 already discussed. Job 26:6 there more uncertainty. Here Sheol 
paralleled with Abaddon both being known God. This would true for both 
the grave and hell. Not much can proved from this for any view. 


the Psalms there are passages—more than any other book. Sheol 
paralleled with “death” passages follows: (1) Ps. 6:5, “In death there 
remembrance thee, Sheol who will give thanks.” This merely speaks the 
obvious fact that one day this poor stammering tongue will lie silent the grave. 
(2) Psalm 18:5 was already treated parallel Samuel 22:6. (3) Ps. 49:14,15, 
the wicked are “laid Sheol, death shall feed them.” Heidel here that 
verse proves that Sheol more than “grave” for verse declares that all shall 
die and verse says that the righteous shall delivered from the hands Sheol. 
This argument interesting, but not conclusive. If, many think, verse speak- 
ing resurrection, then merely means that the righteous indeed die, but hope 
the resurrection. (4) Ps. 55:15, “Let death seize upon them, and let them down 
quick into hell,” reminds the Korah passage Numbers. The word “quick” 
course the old English for “alive.” The imprecation for the wicked put alive 
the grave. There probably some figure here. The Jews later buried very promptly 
and may that the Psalmist prays that person may punished with death 
promptly that will buried alive. (5) Ps. 89:48 asks who who shall not 
see death, who shall deliver his soul (i.e. himself often clearly the meaning 
nephesh) “from the hands Sheol.” Sheol here paralleled with “death.” (6) 
Ps. 116:3, the sorrows death are paralleled with the pains Sheol. The passage 
very like Ps, 18:5 and Samuel 22:6. all six these passages the poetic 
parallel with “death” indicates that Sheol simply means the “grave.” 


further important parallel Psalm 88:3. The Psalmist distress approaches 
Sheol. This paralleled with going down the “pit,” bor. like those that lie 
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(vs. whom God longer remembers. God has laid him the 

lowest pit, i.e. the “pit beneath,” darkness, the depths. clear that all these 

expressions refer only the tomb. There declaration here that the afterlife 

dark and place which God forgets. simply that the grave the pit Sheol 
the place the dead body. The grave course dark. The body ostensibly 
forgotten. 


Another parallel with “pit” bor Psalm 30:3. “Thou has brought 
soul from Sheol, thou hast kept alive from going down the pit.” verse 
asks what profit there when down the “pit” shahat, shall the dust praise 
thee? The word shahat here rather naturally refers the corruption the grave. 
Its parallel “dust.” Verse also means simply “grave.” should remember that 
“pit” bor times out clearly means hole dug the earth and used for 
cistern, well, dungeon. the remaining times means the pit death. 
should presumed mean the burial pit, the grave, possible. 


There are six more passages the Psalms which must treat briefly: Ps. 141:7, 
“As when one ploweth and cleaveth the earth, our bones are scattered the mouth 
Sheol” (RV). This would well fit the idea that Sheol simply the “grave.” Psalm 
16:10 the famous Messianic verse, “Thou wilt not leave soul hell.” Here 
Sheol paralleled with shahat. The RSV here translates this word “pit.” But 
have seen that Psalm 30:9 shahat can mean “corruption.” Modernists general 
take from the verb shuah “dig” and regularly translate “pit.” But can also 
come from the verb shahat “destroy” and mean “corruption.” Nahat such 
double noun coming from either the two verbs nuah “rest” nahat “go down.’ 
Shahat Job 17:14 mentioned connection with the “worm.” The translation 
“corruption” better all these cases. The Septuagint translates “corruption” 
Psalm 16:10 and the New Testament Acts 2:31 and 13:36 makes quite point 
this translation. these bases, would translate Psalm 16:10: “thou wilt not aban- 
don the grave, thou wilt not allow thy holy one see corruption.” The verse 
teaches resurrection the body from the grave and therefore clearly applies 
Christ the New Testament indicates. 


Psalm 9:17 and 31:17 together. The wicked are turned into Sheol; the 
wicked are silent Sheol. Psalm 9:15 says that the heathen are sunk the pit that 
they have made, their feet are ensnared net. This argues that the Psalmist not 
talking eternal punishment, but only speedy end the wicked. The transla- 
tion “grave” suits very well. Psalm 139:8, “If make bed Sheol,” Sheol 
opposite the heights heaven. like Job 11:8 and Deuteronomy 32:22 
already considered. Ps. 86:13 similarly speaks deliverance from the lowest hell, 
have argued, from the “grave beneath.” refers preservation from death. 


There are nine passages Proverbs. one, 1:12, Sheol paralled bor. 
three parallel “death,” (5:5, 7:27, 9:18). two parallel “abad- 
don,” Hebrew word from the root “to perish.” (15:11; 27:20). The translation 
will fit all six these. Proverbs 23:14, whipping child shall “deliver his 
soul from Sheol,” looks first sight like reference eternal punishment. But Heidel 
argues, rightly, think, that merely means, preserve child from untimely 
Proverbs 15:24, the way life the wise “depart from Sheol beneath” very 
similar. wise man will not come untimely death. Proverbs 30:16, the “grave” 
never satisfied would fit either the concept the grave the abode departed 
spirits. 


Really, the crucial pasages for our view are Isaiah and Ezekiel and 32. 


These passages speak about the humiliation the kings Babylon and Egypt. 
first sight, and the English translation, these verses seem refer hell. Heidel, 
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however, makes out good case that here also the meaning simply 
Ezekiel 32:26-27, the reference fallen warriors who lie Sheol with their 
weapons laid under their heads, i.e. the grave. Ezekiel 31:14-17 similar. The 
phrases here are “delivered death,” “go down Sheol,” “go down the pit,” 
down the earth beneath.” Isaiah 14:11 distinctly says the king Babylon 
brought down Sheol place worms and maggots. Verse adds that other 
kings lie entombed glory, but not buried state—he trampled with other 
corpses the field battle. was not united with the other kings burial. 


view these clear verses, bit surprised that Heidel takes Isaiah 14:13- 
the underworld. says more than verses and 18. The prophet only says 
that the paths glory lead but the grave. The expression “to the sides the pit,” 
bor, fits well ancient grave which had shaft with several side chambers. Verse 
piece with this representation though may include speech re- 


presenting the inhabitants the graves welcoming new addition their com- 
pany. 


Other passages Isaiah are 5:14, “Sheol hath enlarged herself” and pomp and 
glory and all shall descend into it. This like Isaiah 14:11 which mentions the worms 
the grave. Isaiah 28:15 and 18, death and hell (Sheol) are paralleled. per- 
sonally wonder these are not nicknames for the Assyrians with whom Israel had 
made evil covenant. may that they are nicknames for idols referred 
lies and falsehoods the last verse 15. Hezekiah’s Psalm Isaiah 38:10,18, 
the king thanks God for deliverance from death—from the pit corruption cor- 
ruption weakness (shahat beli). Sheol equalled death and those who 
down the pit. These cannot praise God, but only the living. Heidel agrees® that 
these verses refer only the grave. 

The last passage Isaiah 57:9. figurative passage, thou didst “debase 
thyself even unto Sheol.” The import the passage not too clear and much should 
not made favor any view. 


There are six miscellaneous passages remaining: Hosea 13:14 says, will 
ransom them from the power Sheol, will redeem them from death.” The parallel 
Sheol “death.” The passage most naturally taken refer the grave. 
used very clearly Corinthians 15:55. Indeed the New Testament passage loses 
its point Sheol taken the place departed spirits. Amos 9:2 contrasts digging 
“into Sheol” climbing “up heaven.” The next verse contrasts hiding the top 
Carmel with hiding the bottom the sea. The passage much like Psalm 
139:8. The meaning “grave” fits very well. must remember that “climb 
heaven” need not mean the spiritual abode God. more naturally taken 
mean the heights where birds fly. Jonan 2:2, Jonah’s prayer from “the belly 
Sheol,” his cry from living grave. was not prayer from the place departed 
spirits. specifies that was then the midst the sea. figuratively 
extent, but clearly the figure based the meaning “grave.” Habakkuk 2:2 says 
that the proud man enlarges “his desire Sheol and death.” The usage 
figurative, but the parallel shows that meaning “grave” intended. Song Sol- 
omon 8:6, love said strong death, jealousy (or “vehement desire”) 
cruel (or “ardent”) Sheol. Here the certainty the grave figuratively used. 
Lastly have Ecclesiastes 9:10, “There work nor device nor knowledge nor 
wisdom Sheol.” this means “the grave,” true. The body quiescent 
death. But this means “the abode departed spirits,” not true. may indeed 
the case that this verse not the final answer the preacher and not presented 
the truth. may be, like some other passages Ecclesiastes only view 
considered and denied. But least, the meaning just “the grave,” all problems 
with the verse fall away. 
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summarize, have looked, though briefly, all instances the use 
Sheol. used almost exclusively poetic passages. Hiedel remarks’ that all but 
instances are poetic whereas prose geber the regular word for “grave.” Many 
times Sheol clearly means just “grave.” Its parallels are “death,” “pit” (which pre- 
dominantly means hole dug the earth), “sepulcher.” Its accoutrements are 
worms, dust, armor, etc. Its characteristics are darkness, being forgotten (the phrase 
“land forgetfulness” does not mean the deceased forgets, but that forgotten), 
lack wisdom, lack work, and absence praise. The only passages that speak 
activity Sheol are those Isaiah and Ezekiel and which are pretty clearly 
the “grave” with some figurative treatment. The New Testament usage Psalm 16:10 
and Hosea 13:14 depends Sheol being interpreted “the grave.” Sheol not 
cavern way below the earth’s crust; grave dug into the ground. All Sheol 
without moral distinctions because the grave our common end. There clear 
case punishment Sheol because this not applicable the grave. 


Appreciation these points will preserve from the error using Old Testa- 
ment passages Sheol establish soul sleep, from the error picturing the de- 
parted saints shades wandering place gloom, and from false Babylonian 
cosmology fastened without warrant the Biblical text. 


argument against this position that the Septuagint uses the Greek Hades 
translate Sheol. should beware thinking that the Jewish use Hades would 
even probably like the Greek. Surely the Jewish use the word “God” was vastly 
different from the Greek use, simply because the Jewish theology bore resemblance 
the mythological ideas Greece. The Jewish usage Hades the Septuagint 
gathered from the Hebrew original rather than vice versa. 


The New Testament usage the word Hades should also briefly considered, 
however. used times. have already referred the three verses (two pas- 
sages) where the Old Testament Septuagint quoted and the New Testament sense, 
like the Old Testament context “the grave.” However, the New Testament termino- 
logy more than once shows advance the Old and should not surprising that 
the passages which are not quotations, Hades may well mean more than Sheol, the 
Old Testament. Indeed Luke 16:23, Hades definitely refers place punishment 
for the wicked. This not say that the Old Testament gives hints the 
punishment the lost. have seen that Job does so. But only argue that this 
concept not expressed Sheol the Hebrew—Hades the Septuagint transla- 
tion. cannot that Hades two compartments with the righteous delivered 
Christ’s ascension, for Corinthians 15:55 teaches that the righteous will raised 
from Hades Christ’s coming. This verse using Hades the Old Testament sense 
“grave.” The New Tetament terminology goes further and should expected 
further more was revealed about the future life. 


The other seven instances the New Testament use Hades are not conclusive. 
Matthew 11:23 and Luke 10:15 threaten Capernaum with being thrust down Hades. 
This figurative usage. but fits well enough with the idea Hades place 
punishment for the wicked. Matthew 16:18 uses the “gates Hades” figurative 
expression for the attacks Satan. The other four references are Revelation (1:18; 
6:8; 20:13 and 14). each these cases, Hades paralleled with “death.” The 
references are all somewhat figurative and difficult sure their meaning, 
but the last two especially appear used reference the last resurrection. They 
would thus rather naturally mean just “grave.” quite possible that Revelation, 
which heavily dependent Old Testament language and symbols, using the 
Old Testament poetic pair, “death and Sheol” translating Sheol Hades done 
Acts 2:27,31 and Corinthians 15:55. 
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Again, must say that the New Testament meaning Hades not 
found comparing classical Greek, just the New Testament meaning “heaven” 
not found Greek mythology. Rather, the New Testament context and usage 
show that the New Testament sometimes reflects the old Jewish usage Hades for 
Sheol, the “grave,” but sometimes Luke 16:18 and probably Matthew 11:23 
and Luke 10:15 shows advanced terminology referring the place punish- 
ment the wicked dead. 


Covenant College Seminary 
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